
What
An informative picture book to 
educate children about the systemic 
suffering of parrots in Brabant and in 
the Netherlands, with relatable avian 
characters as the main protagonists 
and humans (= kiwis in crowspeak) 
as their number one antagonist. The 
goal is to make children see and 
understand how the lives of captive 
parrots compare to the lives of free 
crows, and how both parrots and 
crows see our joint urban world and 
people from their own perspectives. 

Why
Parrots rank as the fourth most beloved pet among 
the Dutch, and the EU is the number one importer of 
parrots worldwide. The suffering of captive parrots 
at the hands of humans is unparalleled. We are by 
nature not capable of providing parrots that can fly 
65-80 km per hour with suitable housing. We lock 
them up in enclosures, completely ignoring the fact 
that flying is integral to being a bird and that parrots 
remain wild animals, even when bred in captivity, and 
that they perceive humans as predators. Parrots are 
smarter than most monkeys, yet we don’t grace them 
with equal empathy. They are also by nature social; 
as such, they suffer immensely for being separated 
from their own species for their entire lifespan, 
which can be as long as one hundred years. We treat 
parrots differently than crows, because in our minds, 
parrots are not wild and free, but inseparably bound 
to a cage. This deeply ingrained, subconscious 
misconception can only be undone with a proactive, 
deliberate and consistent action. 

How
The story is narrated by a baby hyacinth macaw 
Sem who is rescued by a family of crows and 
enrolls in their corvidschool. Lorre, an 8-year 
old owner of Sem, is searching for him very 
doggedly, while the crow chicks are trying to 
hide him very craftily. All the events take place 
in recognizable areas of Eindhoven and eastern 
Brabant, where the crows of the Netherlands are 
found in their biggest numbers. The picture book 
uses colours and light as important narrative 
tools, in order to visually represent the world that 
Sem sees. Kiwis like Lorre only see a dimmer 
version of the real world and even of themselves, 
because they cannot see the ultraviolet range of 
colours. Sem and the the crows see Eindhoven 
and Brabant in a way that would appear magical 
to kiwis, regardless of the fact that what the birds 
see is in fact more accurate than what kiwis see. 
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