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Introduction

For us humans, when we perceive the world, "vision" 
is such a strong element. All the city signs, road 
marks, and the general urban design rely on visual 
elements such as shapes or colors. But come to 
think of it, we are not the only residents of the city. 
How clear are these "signs" to other nonhuman 
companions? 

Let's look through the eyes of dogs to answer this 
question. Most will be shocked how different we 
"see" the world.



Understanding the difference

02

The main reason for why our urban surroundings 
and the visual language of humans are ineffective 
for dogs is because of the difference in the visual 
ability itself. Humans can see a wide variety of 
colors compared to dogs, as they only are able to 
differentiate between blue and yellow color scale. 

For dogs, the red and green in traffic lights are just 
the same greyish color. In the same sense, the red 
stop signs and barricades are also just a part of the 
grey background of the world. 

Then How does the everyday world look like to dogs?
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The world through canine eyes

Quite a different world we live on right? 

All these signs and indicators in the city are close to 
being useless for dogs. We humans are guided by so 
many signs around the city. They are the markers of 
the direction, space and information that provides 
us the knowledge needed to f ind paths and act 
"right". But due to differences in the "language" we 
share, that stems from physical structures, all is lost 
and very unclear. 

Then how do dogs perceive and decode the world? 
Unlike us, who actively use our eyes to see the world, 
dogs smell the world. 
They have a unique split structure of the nose that 
allows them to smell in stereo. This allows them 
to process the smell in detail to f ind the general  
direction and the source of where the smell comes 
from. 
No wonder they are often used in searches and 
f inding illegal substances. Dogs are also known to 
have superior scent memories, thus, scents are the 
main source of their identification process.     

They are even known to smell your hormones and 
emotions, which is quite hard to grasp for most of 
us.   
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Scented signs

Using the sense of smell, we might be 
able to communicate more clearly with 
dogs. 

Maybe there is the possibility of using 
scents to provide them the markers 
and indicators of the city so they can 
also have a gentle guidance around the 
city.



Scented signs
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How can we smell stop?



Scented signs
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A Scent sign? 

How can we translate the visual language to scents? 
Like street signs that show us the direction, there 
might be a way to make scented trails that can 
guide the dogs to do a certain behavior. 

What will be the scents to use when communicating 
stop? How about slow down? Or to sit? If we can 
link this behavior to scent, there might be a way to 
incorporate scents to the scene of the city. 
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Citrus essence extraction
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Scented signs

Citrus mixture extract 
(Orange, lemon)

Commonly used for various products 
humans use but one of the best 
known scent that dogs dislike. 
Dispite the general hatrid towards the 
smell the scent is non toxic for dogs. 
Due to this, citrus extracts are already 
used in some behaviral trainings to 
discourage dogs from 
destroying/approaching certain 
objects. 

The use of association and symbol

We use certain colors and symbols to indicate things 
like red as danger, yellow as a warning and green as 
safe or pass. These colors have strong associations 
with such notions and bring almost a smash of 
information. Like how people write in bold DANGER 
to a red sign to stop entrance. 

Then in sense of smell, How will we make this instant 
notion of back off? 

To solve this, I looked in to scents that dogs hate 
and like to come up with three scents fit for strong 
suggestion.    
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Scented signs

Neem leaf extract

Commonly used as a pesticide 
and insect repellent for dogs 
due to its non toxic compounds 
and strong nutty smell that is 
unattractive for dogs

Neem and citrus 
mixture

Mixture of two potent 
scents of neem leaf and 
citrus. The mixture of two 
sscents can be used as a         
ssmarking scent for     
ssssdiscouraging dogs of 
sssssssapproaching the smell.
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Scent blending citrus and neem 



Textured signs
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How about other senses 
like texture? 

Experience is a sum of many 
different elements and sense. 

M a y b e  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f 
texture can also enhance the 
effectiveness of the scents. 



Textured signs
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While researching, I found out interesting behavioral 
training for dogs with a disability. To make up for 
missing senses, they used different sense together 
like the using textured mats and pads to make a 
tactile map for the dog. 

In a way, this differs from many trainings that rely on 
the owner's reaction and body gestures. It lets the 
dog to connect the perceived sense to understand 
the linked behaviore. 

Maybe this less dependent on the owner method 
can maybe provide soft guidances that dogs can 
decide to follow on their own?    



Textured signs
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Textured signs
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Hexagonal shape 
inspired by stop 

signs and plaster for 
the use as diffusers 

for holding scents 
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Textured signs
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Interview and community
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A big help f rom Veronica, an animal behaviorist and dog 
trainer

Together discussing the different dog behaviors and the 
possibility of scent training program.

Throughout the project, there were diff iculties and 
questions regarding dog behavior to design from 
their perspective and test out how the theories of 
my researches will work out in real life. To overcome 
this, I contacted experts and dog owners for their 
own experiences and knowledge. 
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Joining private 
facebook groups 
really helped in 
setting surveys 
a n d  f i n d i n g 
i n te r v i ews ,  a s 
m a n y  w e r e 
enthusiastic and 
caring for their 
canine partners.
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Scented signs
: A scent training kit for dogs
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Scented signs : A Scent Training kit for dogs
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Outroduction
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Throughout the project, I got to see another world 
from the perspective of dogs. It led me to figure out 
how different we sense the world, even with close 
beings that we share this city with. 

Although, I also had my fair share of critics, It 
was surprising how many sent support and was 
interested in the idea of trying to understand and 
create for the non human residents of the city.

I remember even being thanked in a survey for 
running this project as one dog owners viewed this 
interest as an act of showing great care.

Every being senses the world in a different way, due 
to physical, mental, or even cultural differences. 
I hope this research triggers you to think of this 
different view and this information have helped you 
understand more of these man's best friends.
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