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Van Gogh National Park
The partner for this project, Van Gogh 
National Park, has a vision: to connect 
all types of landscape within its area. 
While a connection between city and 
landscape might seem unusual, it is 
in fact already existing through the 
materials the city is made of.

A fascination for the natural
For a while now, I have been very 
interested in the connection we see 
between our materials and their 
origins. Or more, how we don’t see 
that connection. 

Materiality in the VGNP
Looking at material and materiality 
with a local focus on Eindhoven, one 
thing became quite apparent: the local 
connection to material is not obvious 
and not often a native one, meaning 
everyday materials aren’t really 
produced here. This dawned on me 
while looking into the origins of bricks, 
a fundament of the built environment, 
but also when looking at the clothing 
repair shops within the city. 

With this project I aimed to create 
a material that has the quality of 
connection to the local land.

Introduction



8 9

Research
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In the first four weeks of this project 
I researched in different teams on 
different topics: Food, Materiality and 
Economy. In collaboration with my 
fellow students Anabelle Grundmann 
and Maayke Mustaerds. I used these 
weeks to grasp what processes, 
mechanisms and phenomena make up 
the Van Gogh National Park. 

Locations

Sympany
Hasan Jas’an

Haidari 

Hasan

Genneper Hoeve

Bricks

Research Locations
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Starting into the research the first 
week, Anabelle and I looked at local 
farms in Eindhoven and researched 
the general agricultural practice in the 
Netherlands.

National Scale
Currently, the Netherlands are the 
biggest food exporter in the EU and 
the second biggest globally. They 
are the leader of potato exports 
worldwide. At the same time they are 
one of the most densely populated 
countries in the world and don’t 
receive a lot of agricultural subsidies 
from the EU. 

So, why are the Netherlands such a 
big food producer?
The high productivity of farms can be 
explained by the role of the University 
of Wageningen in connecting scientific 
research with the field work directly. 

In the beginning of the last century, 
agriculture in the Netherlands was 
concentrated on small-scale mixed 
farms. The average farm is much larger 
today and agriculture and horticulture 
account for about two third of the land 
use in the Netherlands. But intense 
agriculture is threatening 500,000 to 
1,000,000 plant and animal species.

Agriculture
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Local Scale

We visited the Genneper Hoeve, a 
farm in the south of Eindhoven, to 
get a better understanding of local 
farming practices.  This farm stands 
in contrast to the high intensity 
agriculture the dutch are known for. 
It is not just organic, but biodynamic 
taking a holistic approach to farming 
and biodiversity. 

The farm runs a farm shop where their 
own organic products (cheese, meat, 
bread, vegetables) as well as products 
from other farms around Eindhoven 
are being sold. The farm was quite 
busy, so none of the farmers had time 
to do a proper interview with us. We 
managed to talk to the shopkeeper of 
the farm shop who told us that interest 

in local products has increased a 
lot since the start of the corona 
crisis. These days everyone wants 
to eat locally, which they cater to by 
providing only meat from the farm and 
also baking bread with self produced 
grains.

Impressions from Genneper Hoeve
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Biodynamic 
farming holistic, ecological

and ethical

scientific understanding and a
recognition of spirit in 

nature

biodiversity of natural 
ecosystems

and uniqueness of each 
landscape

generating seed and 
animal stock

within the farm
living soil

Principles of biodynamic farming
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“How does brick, one of the most 
prevalent construction materials 
in Eindhoven, relate to the local 
environment?” was the question 
Maayke and I asked ourselves during 
the second week. We wanted to learn 
more about brick in Eindhoven. Both of 
us explored different areas of the city 
and photographed the stones used to 
construct buildings. The textures and 
colours vary, but almost everything 
is brick. From online research and 
talking to Lonny van Ryswyk from the 
design studio Atelier NL we found out 
that in Eindhoven, the soil consists 
mostly of sand. While there are loam 

and clay areas, there certainly is not 
enough to build so many houses with. 
The bricks used in Eindhoven are 
most likely from factories near the 
Dutch rivers or Germany. As Lonny 
put it: “Even though most of the bricks 
didn’t originate from Eindhoven, they 
have been here for such a long time 
that they have become part of the 
surroundings.”

Bricks
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Bricks in Centrum
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The colour palette of houses in Woensel

Bricks in Woensel
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Brick factories along the dutch rivers
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Based on Anabelle’s previous 
research on craftmanship in clothing 
repair, we looked into the clothing 
collection company Sympany. 
This company is working towards 
circular economy. They resell most of 
their collected items to eastern Europe 
and Africa, with care to not sell to 
countries that have an evolving textile 
industry themselves. The items that 
can’t be resold are recycled. But still, 
reusing the existing garment is the 
most sustainable approach.   

We also visited tailors doing clothing 
repair in Eindhoven and had brief 

Clothing Repair

conversations with them. Clothing 
repair shops do not really see themself 
as part of a circular economy.  This 
was a very interesting point to me that 
I wanted to tackle in my project.

Mountains of clothing at Sympany
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Hasan Jas’an

Do you repair one piece of clothing 
multiple times? 
Yes, from  the costumer highly valued 
items are brought in multiple times.

Do you consider yourself to have a 
social relevance in Eindhoven?
Yes, we have clients that come back 
often, we form personal relationships 
with those clients.

Do you receive support from the 
government/city?
Usually not, but in times of corona yes.

Would you like more support from the 
government?
No, we usually earn enough to keep 
going with our business.

How do you think clothing repair is 
valued in the Netherlands?
People do repair their clothing if it is 
expensive or has a personal value

Hasan Jas’an Kledingreparatie
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Hasan

Do you see your shop as a part of the 
circular economy withing the clothing 
industry?
No, not really.

Do you consider yourself to have a 
social relevance in Eindhoven?
No. I don’t really consider myself to 
have a social relevance in this job, it’s 
just a service in my eyes.

Do you receive support from the 
government/city?
Yes, especially during corona, but we 
also got help before that.

Would you like more support from the 
city?
Yes, I think the city has a resposibility 
towards small shops like ours.

How do you think clothing repair is 
valued in the Netherlands?
It’s less valued than in my home 
country Turkey, but dutch people do 
value clothing too.

Hasan Kledingreparatie & Stromerij
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Synthesis
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Farming in Eindhoven
Food
Genneper Hoeve
Biodynamic Farming
60% of Brabant is Farmland
local food production and sale
lifestock and produce/grain
farm as a social and 
educational space

Circular Textiles
Economy
Circular Economy and donut 
economy as alternative 
Sympany
65% of Clothing still usable
exporting of clothes

Clothig repair shops in Eindhoven
Workers don’t feel part of circular 
economy
More support from the government 
during the corona pandemic

Bricks in Eindhoven
Materiality
prevalent construction material
sandy soil in Eindhoven
Brick factories along Maas and Waal
Brick has become part
of surrounding

Personal relationshipsHow do 
people and 

materials
become part 

of the local 
environment?

How and why do people 
connect with each other in 
VGNP?

Why are 
problems not 
dealt with 
locally but 
rather 
displaced?

How can 
resources be 
conserved 
through 
circular use?

G
ro

un
d

How do 
people relate 

to and use 
soil in 

VGNP?

Circularity

B
ec

om
in

g 
Lo

ca
l

Outsourcing
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Looking at all my previous research, I 
recognised one common thread: the 
process of becoming local. I decided 
to focus on the material aspect of the 
Van Gogh National Park, to find or 
produce a materiality that is native to 
it.

Inspired by the research together 
with Anabelle, which was focussed on 
clothing repair shops within the city, 
I was intrigued to attempt to set up a 
local circular material system with a 
focus on textile.

Becoming Local
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Collecting
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In my quest for a local material system 
I contacted different local people 
connected to textile and fiber.

Wool
I started out trying to source wool 
from local farmers. I talked to friends 
also working with wool for their 
projects, who redirected me to Philips 
Fruittuin and a seller on the online 
platform marktplaats.

For first tryouts, I bought a small bag 
of wool from Philips Fruittuin. The 
fact that it was already washed and 
combed made spinning it into wool a 
lot easier.

Raw Material
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Sheep being shorn at Eigenwijs Boerderij
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Eigenwijs Boerderij

The bulk of my wool, about two 
sheep’s worth came from the Eigenwijs 
Boerderij. I first contacted them in 
mid-may, when children’s farms like 
theirs were still closed and had little 
hope that I could get wool from them.
It turned out that I had contacted 
them at a great time, since the sheep 
were only to be shorn towards the 
end of June this year. Mark Peeters 
from the Verzorgingsbedrijf Uitheemse 
Diersoorten contacted me with the 
date they would shear the sheep at 
the farm and also told me that i could 
take some sheep’s wool as it is quite 
inexpensive.

During the shearing I talked to Marly, 
a farmer at the Eigenwijs Boerderij 

and asked her what they usually do 
with the wool. She informed me that 
it is usually discarded as they don’t 
have any capacity to process it. They 
used to sell it to customers, but hardly 
anyone bought it.

Eigenwijs Boerderij
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Post-consumer textile

Finding post-consumer textile didn’t 
prove all too difficult. After all, clothes 
recycling companies like Sympany 
collect 24 million kilograms of textile 
each year from dutch consumers.

After trying to connect with 
Sympany, without response, I ended 
up contacting the Kledingbank in 
Eindhoven, a clothing donation center. 
It turned out they had quite a lot of 
refuse clothing that they aren’t able to 
distribute to their clients and can’t sell 
to clothing exporters for profit either.

Ilse Santema, the director of the 
Kledingbank allowed me to take a 14 
kg bag of that refuse clothing and even 
offered me to come back for more. Refuse clothing at Kledingbank
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Nettles

For the third part of the fiber 
production, I wanted to use a plant 
based fiber. After some consideration I 
decided on nettle fiber.

Nettles are quite easy to find in 
Eindhoven, for example along the 
bank of the Dommel.  While they 
should ideally be picked in the months 
of July and August, the schedule 
of my semester forced me to pick 
them earlier in the year. This leads to 
shorter fibers, which also means that 
the amount of nettle stems needed 
increases.

Nettles picked on TU terrain
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Stripping nettles from leavesNettles growing on TU terrain
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While looking at different fibers, I 
came upon another plant to use: the 
poplar, especially its wood. When 
producing textile locally, it only made 
sense to me that tools would also 
be produced locally and poplar is 
abundant in the area. Through Wim 
Bles from the Stadsbosbeheer, I was 
put in contact with Rene Westerlaken 
of the Brabant Populieren Vereniging. 
The BPV’s saw mill is located in 
Best, just outside of Eindhoven. The 
association’s goal is to create a local 
recognition for poplar wood and to 
establish a circular wood economy on 
a local scale. 

Saw Mill
Rene showed me around the property 
of the saw mill, where he explained 
the uses of the different parts of the 
poplar to me. The bottom parts of 
the trunks are used as solid wood, 
while the top parts are processed into 
laminated timber, due to their size.

Poplar Wood
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Living Lab

Rene himself works as an architect 
and is always looking for new ways 
to utilise the poplar. He and his 
colleagues are astounded by the 
qualities of poplar wood. It is very 
sturdy and doesn’t splinter, so it can be 
utilised in many ways. He experiments 
with making furniture, but also 
constructing buildings, pathways and 
observation platforms in an outdoor 
living lab in the area around Best, 
where the poplar wood is also being 
sourced.

Poplar Forest

Outdoor seating made from poplar
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Workshop WesterWind

Concluding the tour of poplar 
production in Best, Rene showed me 
the workshop that his son runs. The 
workshop provides work opportunities 
to disabled people and functions as an 
experimentation laboratory for poplar 
products at the same time. Here, 
knowledge is found through making 
and the possibilities of poplar as a 
material are explored. 

Poplar desk and chairsSmaller objects made with poplar wood

Workspace in the shed
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Connection to the land

The poplar tour with Rene was very 
insightful and I could really hear his 
enthusiasm for this material when he 
was speaking about it. Poplar is a great 
example of what I mean when I talk 
about becoming local: this tree species 
was originally planted in this area for 
match production, but has grown to 
become part of the landscape and 
the local culture. The trees make for 
a healthy living environment, which 
also contribute to air health in the city 
of Eindhoven. Rather than seeking 
commercial success, the members of 
Brabantse Populieren Vereniging see 
themselves as connectors, Rene told 
me. The working with poplar trees 
connects mental and physical health, 
activating head heart and hands.

Geographically, but also with its 
mission the Brabantse Populieren 
Vereniging sits between the areas of 
the Natuurpoort and the Brainport, 
striving to connect the two. You 
can sensee connection to the place 
through the material. Regarding his 
wish for the future of the perception 
of poplar wood, Rene told me that 
we can’t forget matches and wooden 
shoes that used to be made from it, 
but we need to grow from them.
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Koppelstraat with poplars

House clad with poplar wood
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Textile Industry in Brabant
Producing textile in Noord Brabant is 
interesting since the region has a very 
rich history with the material. Tilburg 
for example has been a centre for 
textile industry as early as 1500. The 
sheep grazing on pastures around the 
city, as well as a comparably small 
amount of flax fields, in 1948 they 
amounted to 1800 ha, in the region 
provided the raw material for it.

But also Eindhoven hosted textile 
industry like the manufactory of 
W.N.J. Baekers and even had a 
dedicated textile school up until 1966.

Histories

Former textile school in Eindhoven
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Nettle Fiber

The production of fiber from nettles 
also has a long tradition. Historic cloth 
made from nettles was dated back to 
2200–700 BCE. Recently there have 
been some examples of industrial 
production of textiles from nettle fiber, 
for example the company STING in 
the UK. But also outside of Europe the 
nettle fiber is re-gaining its reputation, 
the Green Nettle Textile company 
based in Kenya for example produces 
yarn and fiber from nettle.

Wool

Sheep wool has been used for textiles 
since 4000 BC. Nowadays sheep 
husbandry is being rediscovered as 
a environmentally friendly practice. 
Sheep grazing has been linked to an 
increase in microbial life on vegetable 
farms and due to the relative ease 
of holding sheep compared to other 
cattle, they are also suitable for small 
scale farming.
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Making
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Processes

The first step in making yarn, is fiber 
extraction or breaking down old 
material into fiber.

Since both nettle fiber and wool 
have a history of being used for 
textile production, tutorials on how 
to process them can be quite easily 
found online. Especially since there 
isn’t necessarily a local expertise on 
the matter, as textile industry is not 
present locally anymore, the internet 
became a very important resource for 
me.

Nettle fiber tutorial

Wool spinning tutorial
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Nettles

The fiber extraction from nettles is 
quite time and labour intensive. Stems 
first need to be soaked in water for at 
least a week to soften. Afterward, they 
need to completely dry, which usually 
takes a couple of days. Then the nettle 
fiber, connected to the silver skin is 
separated from the husk by hand. 
After this process, the fibers need to 
be softened through twisting bunches 
of them between hand palms which 
also gets rid of most of the silver skin. 
After this, small residues are picked 
out by hand and shorter fibers are 
combed with wool carders.

Nettle Picking on Amazonelaan
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Soaking Stems Drying Stems
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Removing Husk Combed Fiber



78 79

Second Hand Clothing

Going into the process of cloth 
recycling I kept in mind that industrial 
textile recycling methods are very 
detrimental to the environment, as 
laid out by Rebecca Burgess on the 
Podcast “For The Wild”.  I wanted to 
set out and find a less polluting way to 
rework second hand clothes into new 
yarn. The least polluting way to do this 
seemed to be doing it manually. While 
it is a very tedious and time consuming 
work, I really think it is something that 
adds value to the yarn for the person 
producing it, in this case me.

Unstitching a shirt
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Loosened Knitting Extracted Thread
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Wool

The main part in making raw wool 
ready for spinning is washing and 
combing it. Since the process was 
entirely done in my home I adapted it 
to the given space and the tools I had 
at hand. After several baths, I dried 
the wool for a couple of days and then 
combed it using wool carders and 
picked out any dirt that was still left.

Picking apart wool Washing wool
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Wool Drying Combing wool
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Spinning

The last step in the thread making 
process is spinning. I spun the 
different fibers together, looking 
for interesting combinations in the 
material properties. For this I used a 
spinning wheel as well as a self made 
drop spindle, which beca me my 
preferred method of spinning, as it 
works better for small batches.
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Communicating
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My goal for this project was to create 
a vision and a case study of whatr a 
circular textie system in Van Gogh 
National Park could look like. To 
communicate this vision with the 
public, simple graphics seemed a 
good way to go. In a series of posters 
I communicated my processes as well 
as my sourcing locations within my 
educational context, but also with 
people that I collaborated with.

Posters
Source your fibers
Tear your old clothes
Get wool from your local farmer
Forage for nettles and other fibrous plants 
The possibilities are endless

VGNP TEXTILE

Extract your fibers 
and spin them into 
yarn

Rework your yarn into a 
new material

1

2 3

Flyer
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VGNP
TEXTILE
Case Study 01

Poplar Wood

Sheep’s Wool Post-consumer Textile Natural Fiber

Drop Spindle

Knitting Needles Crochet Hooks

 

VGNP
TEXTILE

Fiber Sourcing Locations 
around Eindhoven

Map on which materials can be pinned

Diagram of my process
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As a way of opening up this project 
to the public and democratizing the 
process, I held a working session in the 
public space to see if people would be 
interested in participating and to start 
a discussion about our relationship to 
textile material sources.

One woman came up to talk to me 
asked me what I was trying to achieve. 
I told her about my project and how 
I wanted to rethink textile sourcing. 
I also showed her the nettle fibers I 
had made. I realised while working in 
public space that it is quite a challenge 
to carry out manual labor while 

also trying to talk to strangers. My 
experiment was ultimately cut short 
by the Handhaving who asked me to 
leave.

Workshop

Public work space setup
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