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“Now is no time to think of what 
you do not have. Think of what      
you can do with that there is. “

            
                                      Ernest Hemingway
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This project would like to show what is there
Even though it seems there is nothing,
Listen to what the riverbank tells 
Even though it seems abandoned, 
Let surroundings share their story 
Through the matters that have been scattered around. 
All we see there are silent observers of the forsaken economy 
that can sing a song 
About its past and present 
And become its future.

Vista Geral De Cacilhas, Almada Virtual Museum1

Synopsis
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What is economy?

 The word economy finds its origin in the Greek 
word oikonomia ‘household management’, the “running of 
the house”.2 Economy of Almada has always had a strong 
connection to the riverbank of the Tagus that was a main 
economical “household” of the city. Numerous docks, 
commerce supporting structures, winery warehouses, 
cooperages, cork factories, flour milling, shipbuilding, 
repair yards and people who were maintaining all of it are 
the past legacy of this abandoned place right now. Its 
glory of economic flourish has disappeared by 2000 when 
most of the enterprises became bankrupt or moved to the 
cheaper areas.

City Circle Almada with radius 0,5 km and the center of Casa De Cerca

Unloading of the CPP
1968. Naval Museum3
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History of Almada

 The municipality of Almada is, during the initial 
industrial period at the end of the 19th Century, an urban 
area under construction. On the one hand is a center of 
attraction and of arrival of people mainly from rural or 
semi-industrialized areas, settling essentially due to their 
professional occupations in factories; on the other, it is a 
seasonal summer destination for the aristocracy and the 
bourgeoisie. The urban town is the administrative center of 
a basically rural area. Further away from the center, in the 
parish of Caparica, old area of royal land, starts emerging 
a specific type of settlement based on the dispersion of 
farms and agglomeration of houses parallel to the still 
incipient road links, the only access from the interior of the 
municipality to the south bank ports of the Tagus estuary, 
namely, Cacilhas.
 The last two decades of the eighteen hundreds will 
witness the conversion of the Municipality’s rural area, first 
by the substitution of the vineyards and the pine forests, 
following the crisis caused by the oidium epidemic, later by 
the centripetal effect of the industry’s needs to expand to 
cheaper lands. Progressively, agriculture is abandoned and 
the old farmer will try their luck as the new labourers of the 
industry that springs up at Piedade, Cacilhas, Pragal and 
Trafaria. The farming of vegetables will subsist, in rented 
allotments and in partnership with proprietors, but in small 
patches spread throughout Charneca, Sobreda, Pragal and 
Costa da Caparica.
 The municipality, suffering from the influence of its 
geographical context and proximity to the capital, attracts 

people of various origins. At first, still in the 19th Century, 
arrive the rathinhos, people from the Beira, Litoral and Alta 
regions, and those from Estemadura guaranteed in specific 
agricultural jobs. During this period, those born in the 
municipality represent 64,4% of the total population and 
48,5% of the large parish of Almada.4

 And of course people who were moving to Almada 
were concentrated around the river. Throughout its 
history, Almada has had a privileged relationship with the 
river: docks and commerce supporting structures, winey 
warehouses, cooperages, cork factories, flour milling, 
shipbuilding and repair yards. At one time the entire 
riverfront was bustling with activities that would eventually 
come to an end. All that is left now is Arsenal do Alfeite.
 The world and its economic backdrop has changed. 
Almada has lost the major industries that were its 
trademark and its riverfront has been abandoned, now 
consisting of a group of privately owned buildings that have 
lost their reason for being.
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What can surroundings tell us?

 Having walked many km back and forth on the shore 
of the Tagus, having read so much material about history 
of the place brought to the feeling of a missing element 
— sound. All those tiny streets that were once filled with 
sound are mostly empty; all those building don’t serve the 
purpose anymore and standing as silent observers looking 
at the time that is passing. 

What if we could 
listen to the 
“observers” that have 
a connection to the 
economy of the place?
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Objects biography

 A crucial area of thought in all the social sciences 
at present is the relationship between people and things. 
Until recently, material objects were given little attention 
in disciplines such as anthropology, history or sociology, 
being seen mainly as functional items vital to the social 
process but seldom as informing it. For archaeology objects 
have, of course, always been central to its endeavors, but 
again interest has concentrated on function, dating and, to 
a lesser extent, style. Through analysis of these attributes 
archaeologists have sought to make sense of the object 
world.
 Over the last two decades this situation has changed 
and material culture has come to take the burden of much 
broader forms of social analysis. People have realized 
that objects do not just provide a stage setting to human 
action; they are integral to it. Certainly, if we consider 
material culture in its different moments of production, 
exchange and consumption, then little is left out, especially 
once each of these is set within its social contexts and 
consequences. This new focus directs attention to the 
way human and object histories inform each other. One 
metaphor for understanding this process is explored in this 
issue of World Archaeology: that of biography. The central 
idea is that, as people and objects gather time, movement 
and change, they are constantly transformed, and these 
transformations of person and object are tied up with each 
other.5

Can you hear sound of the waves?
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Collecting
Videos that capture collecting objects on the shore
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To understand the biography of the 
objects, all of them were grouped to the next 
categories:

Group A00 - coin
Group B00 - stones
Group C00 - metal
Group D00 - jerry can
Group E00 - shells
Group F00 - ball
Group G00 - wind
Group H00 - tube
Group I00 - water
Group J00 - ceramic pieces
Group K00 - net
Group L00 - abandoned buildings
Group M00 - wood

Transporting

Packed objects that were brought from Almada to Rotterdam
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Classifying
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Collection of the objects that was found near the Tagus
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coin

#1 Coin A01

A coin has been found on the shore of Almada. Tourism 
in Portugal serves millions of international tourists per 
a year and the Tagus riverbank despite its abandon-
ment is an attractive destination by many people from 
around the world. This coin came all the way from En-
gland to probably see an amazing sunset and a view on 
Lisbon from one of two restaurants that work there.
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#05 Stone B02

black stone

This stone and a few the same once were found on 
the shore around the buildings. After looking around it 
was noticed that part of the road between abandoned 
houses were paved with exactly the same stones. These 
roads brought people to work before this place went 
out of business. 
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metal piece

Metal industry that was based on the riverbank was 
a big part of the economy before the shore became 
abandoned. A few fields where metal was used were 
shipyards and repairing docs.

#21 Metal plate C01
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#35 Jerry can D02

jerry can

The most common transport that is used to trans-
port people from one side of the Tagus to another is 
of course a boat. There are not only tourist who come 
to spend money in Almada to support local economy 
but also locals who go to work to Lisbon. To keep this 
economy running, jerry cans are used to fill the boats 
with oil, many of them were found on the shore.
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#17 Shell E03

seashells and fish

River products of Almada have a huge impact on the 
economy since what is Almada is definitely famous for 
is fish restaurants. Two of them are running on the bank 
of the Tagus with the spectacular view on Lisbon, that 
are visited by tourists and locals.
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ping pong ball

#18 Pingpong ball F01

Part of the riverbank that was once abandoned is slow-
ly getting alive and renovated — people gather on the 
grass, have picnics, playing games. This ball is a symbol 
of the awakening and a symbol of the place where joy 
is again there. Leisure is a new economy of the place, 
the economy shifted from its industrial past to a new 
future.
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wind

#7 Wind G01

Wind was always a big part of the economy of Almada 
since all ships that were navigated centuries ago by its 
power were moving along the river to the ocean for 
adventures and new discoveries.
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#11 Tube H02

tube

This tube doesn’t have any connection to the economy, 
unless we look at it as at a trash. Trash as we know 
is also part of the economical circle or its end. I was 
moved by its beauty and have decided to let you see it 
too. It became part of the composition that tells a story 
of the trash that appears on the riverbank. 
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water

#6 Water I01

Economy of Almada always had a strong connection 
it the riverbank of the Tagus. It brings fish to the fish-
ermen, it navigates ships and boats, it brings tourists 
from one side of the river to another. Time changes but 
water still serves its purpose of one the most important 
element of the economy.
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ceramic piece

The ceramic piece of a plate that was found in one of 
the abandoned houses that were full of residents, that 
worked in the different enterprises of this economy 
“line” along the river.

#31 ceramic piece I10
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net

A piece of the net has a strong connection of the shore 
to economy - fishermen. The amount of fishermen that 
gather around the river is enormous. These fish goes to 
the market, restaurants and just homes of locals that 
have this daily routine of fishing. 

#34 Net K01



5352

abandoned buildings

#36 Abandoned buildings L01

Economy, it is not only about its present, it is also 
about its past and those skeletons of the buildings that 
are scattered around the shore are a good examples 
of it. Many of them still have names of the companies 
hanging on their facades that were part of the economy 
of Almada and can probably sing a song about their past 
that of course are still part of its present.
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wooden stick

#13 Wooden stick D01

Back to the history all ships that were build on the 
shore were build out the wood, and ships are something 
that Portugal and this area of Almada specifically were 
famous for.
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"

Legend
Almada has always had a strong relationship with the 
riverbank of Tagus. Till 2000 it was full of different types 
of enerprises that built there facilities and homes for those 
who worked there. This long shore was full of sounds of 
ships, people, machines, cars mixed with wind and water. It 
was alife till most of companies went bankrupt and others 
moved to the cheaper areas. All these sounds left almada. 
And now only abandoned constructions reminds us about 
that legacy.

Nowadays the riverbank is almost emty but we can study 
its present through what is left there. By classifying that 
we can understand the relation to the economy of past and 
present.

Categories:

Group A00 - jerrycan
Group B00 - stones
Group C00 - tubes
Group D00 - sticks
Group E00 - shells
Group F00 - ball
Group G00 - ropes
Group H00 - metal
Group I00 - tiles
Group J00 - ceramic
Group K00 - net
Group L00 - coins
Group M00 - nature (wind, water, fish)
Objects’ biography and relations to the economy:

Coins that has been found on the riverbank belongs to 
different countries, for example the UK, that shows that 
nowdays tourists are part of the economy there. Ceramic 
pieces are mostly parts of plates that probably belonged 
to people who lived on the shore in the houses that were 
build for workers of companies. Nets and robes are trash 
from present fishermen that are still there as before, they 
are part of the fishmarket that happens almost every day 
in Almada. Metal pieces are leftovers that belonged to the 
ship yard, one of the biggest in Portugal. Water was and is 
the part of economy since it always attracts people and 
companies, that’s why it gives a prospect to the future due 
to the position that Almada has.

All of it was or is part of economy that can look sad or can 
be taken as opportunity of present. We have to just listen to 
what it tells.

By creating a partituur of all sounds that can be found there 
we are looking at economy from a new angle and creating 
a possible economical future. A concert that should be 
listened to, music that will tell us stories of past and present 
and create our fururistic sound of future.

Map

To visualize all data was made a map. It represents past, present and future of the 
economy of Almada.



5958

Proposal

How does 
abandoned 
economy 
sound?

what

why

I would like to create a musical composition that 
will represent economic glory of this unique place, 
its past and present and will become its future.

It will give a chance to see, in this case listen, 
to something that looks like doesn’t exist and 
appreciete its past, even more enjoy the present 
and see  the potential of the future. It will add a 
poetic view on the economy that hasn’t existed 
before. All sounds of the objects and other matters that are 

connected to the riverbank and its economy will 
be “interviewed” by using special microphone and 
in the end become a musical composition that will 
mix stories of the past, present and add electroni-
cal element of the future, of course methaphoricly.Beauty is in the eye (and the ear) of the beholder.

3rd century BC, Greece

how
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“Interviewing“

Through weeks all classified matters were recorded 
on special microphone. Apart from sounds that 
were recordred in Almada of water, wind and 
abandoned buildings.
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Creating composition by using all exctracted sounds was made 
“Sound of abandoned economy”
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final outcome

I have released an album on cassette. The music was 
made out of sounds of all objects that were witnessing 
decay of economy and accompanied by the sound of 
wind and water that was always on the riverbank of the 
Tagus. With this project I would like to show that waste 
has its beauty and value even to economy since you can 
buy this music on cassettes or digitally via bandcamp. 
Waste or trash were given a purpose to tell a story that 
these matters know better then us. And they sang a 
song about past, present and probably future of the 
place that I hope we will be able to visit soon.

An audio cassette that includes 2 tracks, each of them 15 mins
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Phisical expo

Installation that includes reserach book, videos, 
and sound scape, Casa da Cerca

For who
This installation is targeting people who 
will come to visit Casa da Cerca and our 
exhibition — locals of Almada, tourists 
from Portugal and around the world.

How does it work?
Having looked into the research book people 
can grasp the importance of the riverbank 
of the Tagus, feel its history and answer 
to the main question — how does economy 
sound, by listening to the cassette player.

Why is it relevant?
It will give people a chance to look at 
economy from a completely new, not trivial 
angle that they haven’t looked from before.
And participate in economy literally by 
buying music on cassettes or digitally via 
bandcamp.
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Side proposal

Live concert in Cisterna, Casa da Cerca

For who
This concert is targeting people who 
will come to visit Casa da Cerca and our 
exhibition — locals of Almada, tourists 
from Portugal and around the world.

How does it work?
Each “interviewed“ matter has a channel 
that by “asking“ it again and again will 
keep create a diversity of “stories“. This 
music can’t be the same, each time it is a 
unique experience.

Why is it relevant?
This music has been created by just 
observations where it seemed was nothing. 
It will push us all to be more curious 
about our surroundings and will create 
hope for those who can’t see yet beauty 
of something that exist in front of their 
eyes. And most importantly it will create a 
dialogue of opportunity, opportunity that 
maybe sometimes we can’t see but we at 
least can hear now.
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Side proposal

A walk with the sound, riverbank of Tegus

For who
This walk can enjoy anyone who comes to 
Almada and has a phone and headphones.

How does it work?
You scan QR-code on the poster that will be 
hanged along the river and you are in the 
app where you can listen sound, scroll some 
pictures and read its biography.

Why is it relevant?
It’s a nice extra experience that people 
can have after the exhibition. This walk 
can help people see, what is this project 
about and finally this sound will merge 
with all the sounds of the surroundings and 
find a place to where it is truly belonged.
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Economy of Almada always had a strong connection 
it the riverbank of the Tagus. It brings fish to the fish-
ermen, it navigates ships and boats, it brings tourists 
from one side of the river to another. Time changes but 
water still serves its purpose of one the most important 
element of the economy.
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Posters
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Poster for the exhibition. Size A1 

www.
citycircles.
nlCasa da Cerca 

Rua da cerca 2800-050 Almada

05-12.09.2020

                       sound of abandoned economy

Poster 2 for the exhibition. Size A1 
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