
Mevlana mosque
Badr mosque
Kolenkit church

Size and shapes of of the 
worship buildings
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The following part focuses on 
the three worship places in the 
Kolenkitbuurt; in order to give 
deeper information about the way 
of thinking of believers in this area.
In Kolenkitbuurt, the religion is an 
essential element to understand the 
way of living. The majority of people 
believes in a religion. The most 
present in term of space would be 
Christian, as the church is extremely 
visible; despite that fact the most 
practice one is Islam. In a Circle 
of 1km, it is possible to find three 
worship buildings. If we extend 
this circle of a few more meters it 
is already four. This is the evidence 
that this area is regulated by belief 
systems.
Religion touches very sensitive and 
existential values for believers. 
The latters have built their life on 
a certain system of thought and 
talking about it can easily become 
very confronting. No one wants to 
give up on their own idea and it 
feels it is complicated to re-question 
anything.
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The Kolenkit Church was built during 
the 50’s, in a very modern style by the 
architect Marius Duintjer. However the 
Christian community is very small in that 
part of the city that the main worship 
room is exclusively used for big events 
such as Christmas or Easter. That is the 
reason why normally people would 
gather in the basement, a way smaller 
room, that consumes less energy. 

The regular community is about 30 
people. They all know each other very 
well and when an ‘outsider’ comes they 
are very welcoming.
The service is mainly cadenced by 
Gospels. People would sing to the glory 
of god. In about and hour time, only 
20 minutes are actually reserved for the 
study of the bible. The priest would 
choose to talk about some current 
events and try to link them to the bible; 
following that logic, it shows that there 
is something to understand and see 
from every events. Every single element 
or event becomes meaningful, and have 
a link to god.
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Claudia is a young Lady about 
27 years old. She’s going to 
the church every Sunday with 
her boyfriend. Sometimes her 
mother comes with her and 
they would get a family lunch 
after that. They are very happy 
to welcome a new person 
whoever it is. Try to show the 
light of god.
Claudia used to study dramatic 
arts, especially theatre. She 
always loved to act when she 
was young and it was for her 
natural to follow that direction 
for her studies. However, her 
studies became more difficult 

over time, and she felt a gap 
between her practice and 
what was expected from 
her. Teachers would push 
her to get more extreme in 
her practice. She finished 
her bachelor and wanted to 
continue still. But apparently 
she couldn’t apply for the 
next degree in the school 
she wanted in Utrecht. Aside 
from that she applied to the 
same level of study but about 
theology. She felt also to try to 
understand more religion, as 
a way for her to dedicate her 
life to this system. For some 
reason she couldn’t apply for 
the dramaturgy degree that 
she decided to go completely 
for the theological one. For her 
it is a sign from God.

28 29

“This is a sign of god. Some 
people might say it’s because 
of the people in the acting 
school who didn’t looked 
at my application carefully 
enough. But I think god chose 
to make this people not paying 
attention or blind even for a 
second to show me the way.”
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The Badr mosque is the biggest worship 
place in the district. However, it was 
not built as a mosque. It used to be a 
hospital, then a school, then a gym and 
since the 80’s it is used as a mosque. It 
testifies that Muslim people took over 
some places to practice their religion, 
but it has never been planned to be this 
way. The main community coming is 
from North Africa, particularly Morocco. 
There are always people inside, either 
to pray, or to hang out inside the café. 
It is mainly a male community. Women 
have their own space, but because they 
are too many men coming compared 
to women, they split the space into two 
parts to let more believers coming.
Moreover, every Friday 2 or 3 policemen 
are helping to regulate the traffic, and 
people to park. It is about 500 people 
coming in an hour time. Furthermore 
nowadays Islam, and religion is general 
is becoming more and more sensitive 

because of the radicalisation and the 
terrorist attacks happening. That way 
the police is also making sure there 
wont be any unhappy event happening. 
We should not forget that policemen 
are working for the state which implies 
the responsibility for them to be present 
during taut moment.
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Two important points of the religion are 
the rituals, and the regulated rhythm 
of worship. In Islam people would 
have to pray 5 times a day. Such a 
presence of religion in someone’s life 
cannot be skipped. When something 
takes so much importance . However, 
many people would go to the mosque 
on Friday. In the Badr Mosque the 
community is so big that sometimes 
people would have to pray outside.



Mustafah is about 60 years 
old. He grew up in Morocco, 
where he received a religious 
education. Morocco is not a 
secular country. The state is 
officially Muslim. In Morocco 
the Adhan resounds five 
times a day; which is not the 
case in Amsterdam. Even 
thought the Badr Mosque, 
in which Mustafah goes 
every day is equipped for it. 
Despite the fact there is no 
call the mosque is full and 
he goes there as much as 
possible. At least twice a day 
when he is working, and more 
during weekends. After work 
he goes to the prayer, the 
Magreb and the Isha. 
Because he got divorced a 
few years ago, he lives alone 
and therefore would hang 
out in between the prays 
in the mosque’s cafe just to 
kill time. He watches the TV 
while drinking a coffee and 

discussing with other Muslim 
believers there.
He has children, but his 
ex-wife is taking care of 
them. Mustafah is working 
for the Gementee. He will 
get retired in a few years. 
He doesn’t seem to like 
his job particularly, but it’s 
near where he lives, so it is 
comfortable for him. Now 
he does not expect any 
development regarding his 
profession; he just waits to 
be retired. After that he will 
most probably go more often 
to the mosque, meet some 
friends there. And spend the 
rest of his life trying to get 
closer to his god. 
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The Mevlana mosque is situated 
near the Kolenkit church. However, 
it is very hidden. In the middle of a 
playground the building is used as a 
mosque, as well as a market, a sport 
gym, a hairdresser and a café. Apart 
from the sport gym, the other functions 
are mainly used by the turkish Muslim 
community of the district. The mosque 
is composed of a big room for the men 
and aside rooms for women, which are 

also used as classroom for the children. 
During those classes the children would 
learn about the history of Islam, the 
Coran and Arabic language. The classes 
are divided between men and women.
Many people go to the mosque and 
the shops around are gathering the 
community. More than praying to god 
they would also do some events such as 
dinner or celebration in this area.



Bechir probably have the 
cleaner haircut of the entire 
district. He had a perfect 
gradient from shaved to not 
shaved hair. His moustache 
was perfectly cut. Everything 
was at the right place. It was 
so neat, that it needs to be 
mentionned.
Despite the fact he is 
seemingly taking a great 
care about the way he looks 
he was also very open to 
discussion and to show the 
mosque, all around, explained 
what was meant for what, the 
difference between the rooms 
and the organisation of the 
building. However and as 
many believers he also tried 
to convince me about the 
existence of God. But it was 
surprising he first ask about 

my own vision of life.
Even though he had his own 
opinion about the meaning of 
life, he asked to know more 
about my case and the way 
I handle such a thing if I do 
not believe. After that he 
tried to convince me about 
the existence of God. He 
showed a video about a guy, 
a humorist, who chose Islam 
as a religion. At first I find 
nice that this person could 
also find some humour into 
Islam, and even if it is one (if 
not THE) important thing in 
his life that he could still take 
some distance regarding the 
place of the religion inside 
the society. It is the last 
religious person I talked to 
during the two weeks and he 
is the person who could take 
the bigger distance regarding 
his. I would say he was about 
26/27 years old. 
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“People who don’t have faith 
are nothing for me“
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Sajada

Candle

Holy book

Prayer beads

Cross

Plant

Kameez
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CandleHoly book
The holy book might be the most 
representative and important object 
of Islam and Christianity. Indeed, for 
both it regroups the history of the 
prophets, which is the foundation of 
the two cults. It is common to buy a 
displayer for the sacred book.

Candles are mainly used in 
Christianity. It is a source of light 
which represents the presence and 
the power of God in a room. It is 
used during mass or more important 
ceremonies as well as alone, which 
indicates a praying moment.

Size of the 
hand
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Sajada
Prayer beads are objects of religious 
devotion consisting of grains 
threaded on a cord forming a circle. 
Used in various religions, they are 
used to count repetitively recited 
prayers by touching the grains.

Because of the obligation for the 
Muslim to perform five prayers a day 
and to isolate themselves from the 
soil considered impure, prayer mats 
are widespread objects.
A drawing of an arcade is commonly 
placed in the center of the mat, 
testifying the orientation to the 
Mecca. Further than this other type 
of patterns can be used as soon 
as they do not interfere or distract 
during the moment of reverence.

Praying 
beads

Arcard Other types of 
tradictionnal 
pattern

Mecca

99 grains prayer beads, 
for the 99 names of Allah

33 grains prayer beads
3 cycles need to be done

For Christian representing 
the 33 years of Jesus 
can be used by Protestant
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The Christian cross is the main 
symbol of Christianity, nowadays 
seen as the image of the crucifixion 
of Jesus. It is a very common 
symbol used in this religion as a 
representation of God (Jesus). 
Believers often have a neckless or a 
few home items using this symbol. 

The religious purpose of this garment 
is to cover the intimate parts of the 
body in order to not be ostentatious 
in his outfit. For that it is made in a 
wide and ample way.

The cross Kameez

Under the 
knees
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Plants are not a sacred object. 
However is it common to find many 
representations of it inside a church 
or a mosque, whether figurative or 
abstract. It is associated to the garden 
of Eden and attest of the presence of 
god in those places.

Window in the Badr 
Mosque

The garden of Eden

Plant
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Sajada

Candle

Holy book

Prayer beads

Cross

Plant

Kameez
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